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ACTION AID-59 

INFO OCT-OI AF-IO ISO-00 SCI-06 PC-IO USIA-15 10-14 INR-11 
DODE-00 AGR-20 INT-08 COME-00 SWF-02 RSC-01 DRC-01 
/158 W 

022692 

R 221445Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8404 
INFO AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 

UNCLAS OUAGADOUGOU 1725 

AFDROUGHT 

EO 11652: NA 

SUBJECT: UPPER VOLTA FOOD SITUATION 
REF: A) OUAGA 1644 B) OUAGA 1673 

1 . AS REPORTED REFTELS A AND B, THE GOUV HAS 
TURNED ITS ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEM OF LOW FOOD 
STOCKS AND SUPPLIES IN THE NORTHERN SAHEL ZONE 
AND VERY DIFFICULT TRUCK TRANSPORTATION. THE 
NEWLY NAMED DIRECTOR OF THE DROUGHT RELIEF SUB- 
COMMITTEE, LT. KABORE, TRAVELLED BY LIGHT PLANE 
THROUGH MANY OF THE CRITICAL NORTHERN AREAS AUG. 
lOTH WITH OSRO'S TREVOR PAGE AND DONOR REPRESEN- 
TATIVES. PRESENCE OF PAGE HAS BEEN IMPORTANT IN 
GALVANIZING GOUV CONCERN AND ACTION. US REPORTS 
OF FIELD DISTRIBUTION SITUATION HAVE ALSO BEEN 
MOST USEFUL. 

2. SITUATION IN NORTH: GRAIN DELIVERIES TO MAJOR 
CENTERS, OUAHIGOUYA, KONGOUSSI AND KAYA, BELOW THE 
14TH PARALLEL ARE REGULAR AND SUFFICIENT (THE 
EXCEPTIONS BEING SEBBA SINCE IT IS SUPPLIED THROUGH 
DORI, AND BOGANDE AT THE END OF VERY POOR ROAD). 
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ABOVE THIS LINE, INCLUDING THE CERCLES OF DJIBO 
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(83,600), ARIBINDA (25,000), GOROM-GOROM (67,500) AND DORI 
(131,000), DELIVERIES BY TRUCK HAVE 
BECOME VERY DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF THE BAD STATE OF 
THE ROADS. THE BETTER THAN AVERAGE (1930-1970) 

RAINFALL DURING THE MONTH OF JULY HAS BEEN VERY 
HARD ON AN ALREADY INADEQUATE ROAD SYSTEM: IN A 
NUMBER OF PLACES, BRIDGES AND PAVED FORDS ARE 
OUT AND SECTIONS OF THE ROAD HAVE BEEN CUT. THE 
WORST ROAD SECTIONS ARE KAYA-DORI-GOROM; OUAHIGOUYA- 
DJIBO-ARABINDA; DORI-SEBBA; KOUPELA-BOGANDE-BOULSA. 
DELIVERIES TO BUSIDIARY CENTERS (USUALLY SMALL 
TOWNS AND VILLAGES ) HAVE VIRTUALLY STOPPED AND 
PEOPLE HAVE TO MAKE THEIR WAY MOSTLY ON FOOT TO 
THE MAJOR CENTER FOR DISTRIBUTIONS. 

3. THE DIFFICULT AREAS AT THIS TIME ARE ARIBINDA, 
GOROM-GOROM, SEBBA AND BOGANDE. OUR FIELD MONITOR 
REPORTS THAT SEBBA HAS NOT HAD ANY VEHICLE IN OR 
OUT SINCE JUNE 5 SO THAT THE ACTUAL SITUATION THERE 

IS NOT KNOWN. (FIELD MONITOR WAGGONER WILL TRY TO 
GET TO BOGANDE, BOULSA AND SEBBA IN A 4-WHEEL DRIVE 
VEHICLE LATE THIS WEEK). THE OTHER CENTERS HAVE 
BEEN VISITED SEVERAL TIMES IN THE LAST FEW WEEKS 
BY VEHICLE AND PLANE AND ALL ARE KNOWN TO HAVE 
VERY LOW STOCKS OF GRAIN. DISTRIBUTIONS WERE HELD 
REGULARLY THROUGH JULY, THIS COUPLED WITH THE RAINS 
WHICH HAVE TURNED EVERYTHING LUSH AND GREEN MAKE 
A DECEIVING FIRST IMPRESSION. THE APPEARANCE OF 
THE PEOPLE AND THE AREA ARE NOT THOSE USUALLY 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE DROUGHT IN THE SAHEL. NONETHE- 
LESS, AT THIS TIME OVER 1,000,000 PEOPLE STILL 
DEPEND ON SOME DISTRIBUTION OF GRAIN. PRIOR TO 
JULY THERE WERE OTHER LOCAL SOURCES OF FOODS. FONIO, 
CRAM-CRAM AND THE ROOT OF THE WATER LILY ARE NOW 
FINISHED. 

4. ROAD REPAIRS: THE EMBASSY HAS RECOMMENDED FIN- 
ANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR URGENT ROAD REPAIRS IN REFTEL 
B. PENDING REPAIRS, OSRO IS FUNDING TRANSHIPMENT 

AT POINTS WHERE ROADS ARE CUT: I.E., A MOVE OF 
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FOOD FROM THE TRUCK AT SOUTHERN POINT TO OTHER 
TRUCKS AT THE NORTHERN POINT (APPROX DOES 5,000). 

5. OUAGADOUGOU STOCKS: PAGE AND KABORE HAVE BEEN 
DEVELOPING A SCHEDULE FOR EMERGENCY DELIVERIES FOR 
THE NORTH AND IN THE PROCESS HAVE REVIEWED FOOD 
RELIEF SUPPLIES AVAILABLE IN OUAGA. THESE RELIEF 
SUPPLIES WERE FOUND TO TOTAL LESS THAN 100 TONS OF 
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CEREALS. THIS IS A TEMPORARY SITUATION SINCE DONOR 
SHIPMENTS ARE ARRIVING REGULARLY. HOWEVER, TO 
MEET PRESENT NEED GOUV IS TRANSEERRING OENACER 
STOCKS IN OUAGADOUGOU AND IN THE NORTH TO THE 
SOUS-COMITE, WHERE REQUIRED. OENACER STOCKS OE 
US SORGHUM NOW ON HAND PROBABLY TOTAL CLOSE TO 
5,000 TONS. IN ADDITION, OENACER HAS A COMPARABLE 
AMOUNT OF CORN RECENTLY PURCHASED IN GHANA IN STOCK. 
THE ACTING MINISTER EOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT. LT. 
KALMOGO, HAS ASSURED US THAT THE TRANSFER OE 
STOCKS EROM OENACER WILL BE MADE JUDICOUSLY AND 
WITH CAREEUL ATTENTION TO THE PRICE STABILIZATION 
NEEDS IN THE REST OE THE COUNTRY. 

GRAHAM 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SUPPLIES, DISASTER RELIEF, FOODS, AFDROUGHT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974OUAGAD01725 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740232-0490 
From: OUAGADOUGOU 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740826/aaaaawfl.tel 

Line Count: 129 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AID 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: A) OUAGA 1644 B) OUAGA 1673 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: shawdg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUN 2002 by reddocgw>; APPROVED <31 JAN 2003 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UPPER VOLTA FOOD SITUATION 
TAGS: EAID, UV, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



